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bodily pain, at least so I interpreted his action, for I have
often seen uneducated Catholics use holy water in this
way.
On reaching the house we found awaiting me the man
Bu had chosen to be my guide on my travels. His looks
pleased me very much, and he agreed to join me in a few
days at Lusar. Nothing more detaining me at Serkok
gomba, I took leave of my friends, carrying with me
several sheep's paunches filled with butter and a variety
of other presents given me by the different people I had
met, who also made me promise to come again and
stay some time with them, when we should visit all the
surrounding country.
I went back to Lusar in high spirits, and commenced
making my final arrangements, but what was my disap-
pointment a few days later when one of my men, whom
I had sent to Serkok gomba with a pony for the lama to
ride back on, brought me word from him that he could
not go, but that Bu lama was sending me another man,
one whom I had known at Peking. A day or two later
this man came, but one of the first things he told me was
that Bu lama said I must not attempt to go to Lh'asa
" (I had never said a word to him about going there); that,
though I should find no difficulty in reaching that city,
I and all my men should certainly be put to death as soon
as our presence there was found out, for the people would
demand our execution, and the Amban would not be able
to defend us. All this was very disagreeable; it was said
in the presence of my men, and, as this lama had lived at
Lh'asa for some five years, they naturally believed he spoke
truth, and it was a crushing blow after what I had been
telling them about the absence of danger. There was
nothing for it but to reargue the question at once, and to